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The California application for the Race to the Top competition included detailed 
proposals and requests for funding to cover the costs of curriculum framework 
development, professional development, and other activities in support of the 
implementation of the Common Core. Since California did not receive federal funding 
through Race to the Top, those activities will have to be supported by the Legislature 
through additional appropriations if the implementation is to take place. 
 
In addition to new curriculum and instructional materials, teachers, administrators,  
and educators will need professional development focusing on the CCSS. Previous 
initiatives have focused on adopted instructional materials with an emphasis on 
kindergarten through grade eight. The new initiative will have to be broader and deeper, 
as the focus must be on teachers and educators at the elementary, middle, and high 
school levels to meet the needs of their diverse learner population. Lastly, teacher 
education programs will need to shift their attention to the CCSS. 
 
Another critical component of the implementation of the CCSS is the development  
of new assessments based on the new standards. California is a participant in the 
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC), a 
consortium that is developing assessments based upon the CCSS. PARCC has 
established a timeline of developing pilot tests by 2011–12 with field testing in  
2012–13 and 2013–14 and full implementation by 2014–15.  
 
EC Section 60605.8 (h) requires the SSPI and SBE to present a schedule and an 
implementation plan to the Governor and the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of 
the Legislature for integrating the CCSS into the state educational system. Important 
legislative actions will include allowing the development of curriculum frameworks and 
adoption of instructional materials, creating and directing professional development 
programs, and reauthorizing statewide assessment systems. 
 
More immediate action has been taken, as the CDE 8(s,)-gccr
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the Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program to levels that guarantee 
materials for every student.  
 
Funding would be needed to provide professional development support for teachers and 
principals. The costs of developing new assessments aligned to the CCSS may be 
reduced through the state’s participation in the PARCC, but there will be some costs 
associated with the state’s development of assessments for th
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Common Core State Standards: Implementation Timeline 1 
Assumes Legislative Action to Lift Suspension Under Education Code Section 60200.7 

 

Part 1: Curriculum Frameworks 
 

Milestones Mathematics 
Implementation Timeline 

Reading/Language Arts 
Implementation Timeline  

Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials 
Commission (Curriculum Commission)

1
 Approves 

Plan, Timeline, Curriculum Framework and Evaluation 
Criteria Committee (CFCC) Application 

Completed 2009 January 2012 

State Board of Education (SBE) Approves Plan, 
Timeline, CFCC Application  

May 2011
2
 March 2012 

Minimum 90-day Recruitment of CFCC (from date 
application posted through SBE appointment of CFCC) 
§9513

3
 

May 2011 - August 2011
4
 April - June 2012 

4 Focus Groups §9511(c) 2011
5
 

• June Central Valley 
• June Bay Area 
• June Los Angeles Area 
• June San Diego Area 

2012 
• May Central Valley 
• May Bay Area 
•
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Common Core Standards: Implementation Timeline 2 
Assumes No Legislative Action to Lift Suspension Under Education Code Section 
60200.79 
Part 1: Curriculum Frameworks 
 

Milestones Mathematics 
Implementation Timeline 

Reading/Language Arts 
Implementation Timeline  

Curriculum Development and Supplemental Materials 
Commission (Curriculum Commission) Approves Plan, 
Timeline, Curriculum Framework and Evaluation 
Criteria Committee (CFCC) Application 

Completed 2009 January 2015 
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Part 2: Adoption of Instructional Materials14 
 

Milestones Mathematics 
Implementation Timeline 

 

Reading/Language Arts 
Implementation Timeline

15
  

 


